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Statement and Background








The Worldwide Universities Network (WUN) is an invitation-only non-profit group of research-led universities which have agreed to carry out research and research training on a collaborative basis. It was founded in 2000 and its members include universities from Australia, Canada, China, the Netherlands, Norway, the United Kingdom, and the United States. The WUN provides financial and infrastructural support to member universities to allow student and staff exchanges, development of international training programs and collaborative research work. 





The University of Leeds, established in 1904, is one of the largest higher education institutions in the UK. They are also one of the UK’s top ten research institutions and is well known throughout the world for quality of teaching and research. Integrating research with learning and teaching is at the heart of the University of Leeds strategy; courses are taught by staff engaged in world-class research and cutting-edge professional practice, and teaching programmes are underpinned by this research. Because of this, students at all levels have the opportunity to learn about the research process and experience how knowledge is created. The University has a vision to create, advance and disseminate knowledge, which not only develops outstanding graduates and scholars, but also has a direct impact on global society. Leeds Dental Institute is one of top dental schools in UK with many international leading clinicians and scientists as well as state of the art first class teaching, research and clinical facilities including the UK’s first dental and translational clinical research unit (DenTCRU). 


�Nanjing University, founded in 1902, is one of the oldest and most prestigious institutions of higher education in China. With the motto of ‘Sincerity with Aspiration, Perseverance and Integrity,’ this university carries the spirit of constant striving for educational and academic excellence. In the past 105 years, Nanjing University has cultivated a great number of talents, contributing greatly to the national prosperity and the revitalization of the Chinese nation. In the meantime, it has continuously improved the quality of its teaching, research, social service and all other areas. According to different rankings and in terms of various indexes of academic strength and comprehensive academic performance, Nanjing University is one of the leading universities in China. In 1999 and 2006, Nanjing University was chosen in the first group of a limited number of high-level research universities for prioritized support by the Central Government of China under the "985 Project."  Nanjing School of Stomatology is in the top three dental hospitals in China.





The 1st WUN Symposium for Oral Health Science was organized jointly by Nanjing School of Stomatology and Leeds Dental Institute in early August 2009 in Nanjing, China. The format of the meeting was a two day symposium and one day workshop and research student forum, which focused on ‘Endodontic Therapy and Tissue Engineering’. It attracted more than 300 scientists, dentists, students and scholars, from 25 universities including other WUN partner universities (University of Bristol, University of Sheffield, University of Washington- Seattle and Zhejiang University) and 30 dental hospitals from the United Kingdom, United States, France, Malaysia, Hong Kong SAR and Chinese Mainland. During the symposium, we formally established the Leeds-Nanjing Joint Centre for Oral Health Sciences. Both the University of Leeds and Nanjing University have formally signed an agreement and unveiled a plaque commemorating the start of this new partnership. Both universities have pledged to work closely together through multidimensional activities including joint research involving significant students/staff exchange, joint teaching and supervision of students (UG/PGR) and joint grant applications to support research in areas of mutual benefit.





The 2nd WUN Symposium for Oral Health Science will be held in Leeds from 25th to 27th July 2011. It will cover all the aspects of research excellence in oral health science, especially focussing on translational research in dentistry. The format of the meeting will include a two day symposium and one day student forum. Speakers have been invited from Leeds, Nanjing and other WUN universities (Bristol, Sheffield, Washington-Seattle, Sydney, Zhejiang University) and other institutions bringing together international leading researchers and clinicians in the field. 
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Welcome message


�Dear friends and colleagues,





It is our honour on behalf of the organizing committee to welcome you to the 2nd Worldwide Universities Network Symposium for Oral Health Science (2nd WUNSOHS), Leeds 2011.


�We are pleased to announce this WUN supported international academic conference in the discipline of dentistry and biomedical sciences. On behalf of the Organising Committee, we would like to invite you to join us in Leeds, United Kingdom in July 2011 for this unique symposium and workshop in oral health science. The focus  of the meeting will be ‘translational research in dentistry’, which will provide a platform for colleagues from the University of Leeds, Nanjing University and other WUN member universities, as well as experts/scholar/students from other institutions and industry worldwide, to exchange knowledge about the current status and advances in dental research and their translation into clinic applications. 





We are looking forward to meeting you in Leeds next summer and hope you will enjoy participation in this unique scientific gathering.
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